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Co-supervisor: Rowena Fong 
 
In 2013, an investigative report by Reuters uncovered a startling practice now 
known as private adoption rehoming, also sometimes referred to as rehoming or 
unregulated custody transfer adopted of children. This practice involves adoptive parents 
seeking new families for their adopted children without the help or involvement of adoption 
professionals. Because these new families are not vetted (no background checks, home 
studies, etc.), the practice can result with children ending up in unsafe and potentially 
abusive homes. While some states have taken measures to address this problem, many have 
not. Even in those states who have passed rehoming legislation, the majority are punitive 
not preventative, meaning adopted children are still at risk of being rehomed. This paper 
provides an overview of the practice of rehoming and the status of legislation regarding the 
practice. Profiles of each state present information that is important to understand and 
consider when making decisions about rehoming legislation. Implications for practice and 
general policy recommendations are presented. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
In the fall of 2013, an investigative report published by Reuters uncovered a 
shocking practice occurring in the adoption community. Months of research had revealed 
online networks had been created to serve as places for parents to find new homes for their 
unwanted adopted children (Twohey, 2013a-e). The practice—often called private 
adoption rehoming, unregulated custody transfer of adopted children, or simply 
rehoming—takes place outside of the formal adoption arena, without the assistance of 
adoption professionals and beyond the reach of policies met to safeguard against children 
ending up in unsafe homes (Twohey, 2013a-e; U.S. Government Accountability Office, 
2015).  
 It is easy to cast those who give up their adopted children as cruel and unfit for 
parenthood. However, one must wonder, what would lead a parent to do such a thing? 
Since the Reuters report, some parents have come forward to talk about their experiences 
with rehoming (Respaut, 2014; Traster, 2013; Martin, 2013).  A common theme appears to 
be inability to access much needed support services for their adopted children. Though 
limited, the research into rehoming also supports this explanation (U.S. GAO, 2015). 
Without access to the help they need, parents feel they lack alternative options and 
sometimes turn to the internet to find help (Respaut, 2014; Traster, 2013; Martin, 2013; 
U.S. GAO, 2015). This is where rehoming emerges as a viable option. 
Though modest, the evidence in existence suggests promoting post-adoption 
services may be part of the answer to this problem. The benefits and importance of post-
adoption services are well-documented (Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute, 2010). 
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Such services can enhance family stability and overall well-being (UnitingCare Children, 
Young People and Families, 2014). There is also evidence suggesting engagement in such 
services can improve child behavior and help lower child healthcare costs (Lahti, 2005). 
And for transracially adopted children, engagement in certain programs after adoption 
promotes self-esteem, positive relationships with parents and ethnic identity (Evan B. 
Donaldson Adoption Institute, 2009). It seems, at the very least, such services can play a 
role in addressing the issue of private adoption rehoming. 
Though the information above exists and could be used to inform decisions aimed 
at addressing rehoming, such information is disparate and the pieces of this puzzle of 
rehoming have yet to be put together. Armed with adequate information, I posit 
stakeholders—legislators, adoption professionals, adoptive parents, etc.—will be able to 
make informed decisions about how to address the practice. Without this information, it 
will be difficult for significant movement to be made.  
This report is meant to serve as a resource guide for stakeholders involved in 
making decisions relevant to the practice of private adoption rehoming. Chapter 2 of this 
report provides background about adoption in the United States, explains the practice of 
rehoming and explores the role post-adoption support services and the Interstate Compact 
on the Placement of Children may play in preventing the practice. Chapter 3 explains the 
methodology used when compiling this report. Chapter 4 is the centerpiece of the report, 
consisting of 50 state profiles, each of which contains several pieces of data relevant to the 
practice of private adoption rehoming. Chapter 5 provides a brief analysis of the data 
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presented in these profiles as well as implications for direct practice and policy change.  
The report ends which a brief conclusion in Chapter 6.
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 
ADOPTION IN THE US 
 The experiences of adoptive families are incredibly diverse. Differences in these 
experiences start to appear even before a child arrives in their adoptive home. The type of 
adoption pursued impacts the pre-adoption process, placement, and can even affect access 
to post-adoption services.1 Although rehoming is not unique to children adopted through 
any one process, it is important to understand how these processes differ in order to assess 
for ways rehoming can be prevented.2 Figure 2.1 depicts the different adoption processes 
a family may go through. 
Figure 2.1: Types of Adoption3 
                                                 
1 See the eligibility criteria for post-adoption support services in the state profiles in Chapter 4. 
2 It should be noted, children adopted internationally may be a greater risk of experiencing rehoming per 
Twohey, 2013d. 
3 Adapted from Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2015). Adoption options: Where do I start (Factsheet 
for Families). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 
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Public Agency Adoption 
During FY 2014, a total of 50,644 children were adopted with the involvement of 
a public child welfare agency (Children’s Bureau, 2015). Children can end up in the public 
foster care system for a number of reasons, including experiencing abuse and neglect in 
their former home (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2015). In this type of adoption, 
agency workers find and train prospective adoption families and then match a child with 
said families (Children’s Bureau, 2015). Figure 2.2 outlines the basic process a family will 
go through to complete a public agency—also known as foster care—adoption. 
Figure 2.2: Public Agency Adoption Process4 
 
                                                 
and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau. Retrieved from 
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/f_adoptoption.pdf#page=3&view=Type of Adoption 
4 Based on information from AdoptUSKids, 2016 
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Very few of the children adopted from the public child welfare system are infants 
(Figure 2.3).5 In fact, the mean age of children adopted from a public agency in 2015 was 
6.2 years (Children’s Bureau, 2015). In 2015, slightly more than half—51 percent—of 
children adopted from a public agency were male (Children’s Bureau, 2015). Most these 
adopted children were White—48 percent—followed by Hispanic and African American 
children—22 percent and 19 percent, respectively (Children’s Bureau, 2015).  
 
Figure 2.3: Ages of Children Adopted from Foster Care in FY 20146 
                                                 
5 Note – the majority of the children Reuters identified as being offered for rehoming were between the ages 
of 6 and 14 (Twohey, 2013d).  
6 Based on AFCARS Report for FY 2014 
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Other Domestic Adoption 
Besides adoption from a public agency, there are several other forms of domestic 
adoption. Some families will choose to adopt a child from a licensed private adoption 
agency. In this type of adoption, biological parents surrender their parental rights a private 
adoption agency. Prospective adoptive parents work with the agency and are matched with 
a child (Children’s Bureau, 2015). In an independent adoption, birth parents and adoptive 
parents work with attorneys rather than an agency (Children’s Bureau, 2015). Often this 
process involves the adoption of an infant (Children’s Bureau, 2015). Finally, in facilitated 
or unlicensed adoptions, a facilitator connects prospective adoptive parents with biological 
parents and collects a fee for this service (Children’s Bureau, 2015). There is little 
supervision in this type of adoption and facilitators may have very little experience. In 
some states, the use of an adoption facilitator is against the law (Children’s Bureau, 2015).7 
The processes of these methods of adoption are incredibly diverse and cannot be 
summarize in a simple graphic. 
International Adoption 
In FY 2015, a total of 5,648 children were adopted from foreign countries by 
families in the United States (U.S. Department of State, 2016a). Though the number of 
children adopted into the U.S. per year has declined, there are still a substantial number of 
internationally adopted children in the country. Since 1999, over 256,000 children have 
been adopted into the U.S. (U.S. Department of State, 2016b). The majority of these 
                                                 
7 For more information about state laws regulating the use of adoption facilitators, refer to the April 2012 
report by the Child Welfare Information Gateway titled Use of Advertising and Facilitators in Adoptive 
Placements 
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children—61.8 percent—have been female (U.S. Department of State, 2016b). In general, 
most of these children have been young at the time of their adoption; over 95,000 of them 
were under age 1 when there were adopted, and over 92,000 were between 1 and 2 years 
old (U.S. Department of State, 2016b). However, in recent years the percentage of young 
children being adopted internationally has begun to shrink as more families are adopting 
older children (see Figure 2.4).8 
Figure 2.4: International Adoptions by Age by Year9 
  
                                                 
8 Note – the majority of children Reuters identified as being advertised for rehoming were between the ages 
of 6 and 14 (Twohey, 2013d). 
9 Based on U.S. Department of State, 2016b 
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The international adoption process is quite different from domestic adoption 
processes. In fact, the process of completing an international adoption can vary drastically 
depending on the country a family decides to adopt from. Differences in the process begin 
to appear on the U.S. side of the adoption depending on whether or not a family chooses to 
adopt from a country who is party to The Hague Convention (Figures 2.5 and 2.6). The 
Hague Convention—full title, The Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and 
Co-operation in Respect to Intercountry Adoption—is an international agreement aimed at 
preventing the abduction, sale, and trafficking of children (U.S. Department of State, n.d.).  
 
Figure 2.5: International Adoption Process – Hague Convention Countries10 
                                                 
10 Based on U.S. Department of State, 2013 
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Though the U.S. permits adoption from both Convention and non-Convention 
countries, those who adopt from a country party to the Convention are afforded greater 
protections (U.S. Department of State, n.d.). For example, those who adopt from a 
Convention country will have their adoption services fees itemized in their adoption 
contract (U.S. Department of State, n.d.). Additionally, those who adopt from a Convention 
country are required to receive 10 hours of parent education, whereas training requirements 
for those adopting from non-Convention countries vary by state (U.S. Department of State, 
n.d.). A full list of Convention countries is found in Figure 2.7. 
 
 
Figure 2.6: International Adoption Process – Non-Convention Countries11 
 
                                                 
11 Based on U.S. Department of State, n.d., https://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/hague-
convention/understanding-the-hague-convention.html 
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Figure 2.7: Convention Countries12 
 
ADOPTION DISRUPTION & DISSOLUTION 
Not all adoptions are successful. On occasion, the adoption process is terminated 
before a child is placed in their adoptive home and before the adoption is finalized. This is 
referred to as adoption disruption (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2012a). It is 
unknown exactly how many adoptions disrupt, but studies suggest the rate of adoption 
                                                 
12 U.S. citizens cannot currently adopt from countries listed in bold. List retrieved from U.S. Department of 
State at https://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/hague-convention/convention-countries.html 
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disruption is somewhere between 10 and 25 percent (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 
2012a).  
In general, research addressing factors associated with higher disruption rates is 
quite dated. But, until new studies are conducted, it is necessary to rely on this information. 
Older children are more likely than others to experience adoption disruption (Barth & 
Berry, 1988; Coakley, 2005; Festinger, 1986; Rosenthal, Schmidt, & Conner, 1988). 
Additionally, children who have a strong attachment to their birth mothers and those who 
were sexually abused prior to their adoption are more likely to have their adoption 
disrupted (Smith & Howard, 1991; Nalavany, Ryan, Howard, & Smith, 2008). One final 
child-related risk factor is the presence of behavioral and emotion problems (Barry & 
Barth, 1990; Barth, Berry, Yoshikami, Goodfield, & Carson, 1988; Rosenthal et al., 1988; 
Smith & Howard, 1991). 
Beyond factors related to the child, there are family factors also associated with 
higher rates of disruption. Families who have unrealistic expectations about adoption are 
more likely to disrupt an adoption (Barth & Berry, 1988; McRoy, 1999). Additionally, 
families with little social support are more likely to disrupt, especially if they lack support 
from their relatives (Barth & Berry, 1988; Feigelman & Silverman, 1984). Families who 
are were not the child’s foster parent also experience higher rates of disruption as are 
families whose mothers have higher levels of education (Barth & Berry, 1988; Berry & 
Barth, 1990; Coakley, 2005; Festinger, 1986; Rosenthal et al., 1988; Smith & Howard, 
1991). Children who are adopted by relatives are less likely to experience disruption 
(Smith, Howard, Garnier, & Ryan, 2006). 
13 
 
In addition to factors related to the child and family, certain adoption agency factors 
are associated with higher rates of adoption disruption. Agencies who provide inadequate 
or insufficient information about children to prospective adoptive families see higher rates 
of disruption as do those who do not provide prospective parents with adequate training, 
support and services (Barth & Berry, 1988; Goerge et al, 1997 Nelson, 1985; Smith et al., 
2006). Additionally, agencies who involve multiple staff members on cases see higher 
disruption rates (Festinger 1986; Festinger, 1990; McRoy, 1999). Private agencies 
experience fewer disruptions than do public adoption agencies (Smith et al., 2006).  
 While some adoptions are terminated before legal adoption takes place, there are 
also cases where a legalized adoptive relationship between parent(s) and an adopted child 
is terminated; this is referred to as adoption dissolution (Child Welfare Information 
Gateway, 2012a). Like adoption disruptions, it is unknown exactly how frequently 
adoptions are dissolved. While the Federal Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and 
Reporting System (AFCARS) has been used to generate estimates, the system is only 
useful for determining how many children initially adopted from foster care were later re-
adopted from the foster care system. Additionally, states report data in AFCARS 
inconsistently and the system misses dissolutions that occur outside of the foster care 
system (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2012a).  
 Little research has looked at the reasons why adoptions dissolve. Older children, as 
well as males and non-Hispanic children are more likely to experience adoption dissolution 
(Goerge et al., 1997). Parents have cited lack of information regarding services and cost of 
14 
 
services as the two main reasons why adoptions fail (Festinger, 2002; Soderlund, Epstein, 
Quinn, Cumblad, & Petersen, 1995).  
 There are several ways a family may go about dissolving an adoptive relationship, 
however state laws regarding adoption dissolution vary, and therefore not all families have 
access to the same options. One possible method is for a family to relinquish parental rights 
to the state child welfare system, in which case the child would enter (or reenter) the public 
foster care system (Bergeron & Pennington, 2013)). In some states, parents who choose 
this route can be charged with child abandonment (Bergeron & Pennington, 2013). Another 
option is for the family to identify another family who is willing to adopt this child. This 
is called a “family-to-family adoption” (Bergeron & Pennington, 2013). Finally, in some 
situations an adoption agency takes guardianship of the child until a new adoptive family 
is found (Bergeron & Pennington, 2013).  
REHOMING 
Before the release of a 5-part investigative journalism piece by Megan Twohey with 
Reuters in late 2013, the public was mostly unaware of the practice of rehoming. Even 
now, more than 2 years after the Reuters piece—The Child Exchange—broke, little 
information about the practice, beyond the original articles, exists. The term rehoming is 
often associated with the practice of seeking a new home for an adopted pet (Twohey, 
2013d). In this case, however, the term describes the practice of adoptive parents seeking 
new homes for adopted children without the involvement of the courts, child welfare 
agencies or adoption professionals (Twohey, 2013d). There has been pushback against 
using the term rehoming—a word often used to describe pet owners seeking new homes 
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for their animals—to describe this practice (Voice for Adoption et al., 2015). Some 
organizations are pushing for the use of the phrase “unregulated child custody transfers” 
or “unregulated custody transfers” (Voice for Adoption et al., 2015). In fact, a 2015 
Government Accountability Office report used this terminology (U.S. Government 
Accountability Office, 2015). However, because rehoming is the most common way to 
refer to this practice, it will be used in this report. 
The Child Exchange revealed adoptive parents were using the internet, namely 
groups on websites such as Yahoo! and Facebook, to seek out new homes for children they 
had adopted (Twohey, 2013d). Before these adoptive parents gave their adopted children 
to these new “parents,” none of the typical screening processes, like homstudies, were 
conducted (Twohey, 2013d). The only thing the adoptive parents needed to do in order to 
transfer custody of their adopted children over to these strangers was to sign a simple Power 
of Attorney (Twohey, 2013d). Figure 2.8 outlines the rehoming process. 
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Figure 2.8: Process of Rehoming13 
 
As part of the Reuters investigation into the practice of rehoming, 5 years’ worth 
of records from one specific Yahoo! group, Adopting-from-Disruption, were analyzed 
(Twohey, 2013d). Over the course of those 5 years, 261 individual children were advertised 
as being available for “adoption,” some on multiple occasions (Twohey, 2013d). As shown 
in Figure 2.9 below, the children were residing in at least 34 different states when they 
were offered on the group (Twohey, 2013d).  
Since the release of the Reuters report, it was uncovered that at least one instance 
of rehoming took place in an additional state, Arkansas (Hardy, 2015a). It is unsettling 
enough to know yet another instance of rehoming occurred. What is even more alarming 
                                                 
13 Based on information in Twohey, 2013a-e 
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is that the husband of the couple who rehomed these children, Justin Harris, was at the 
time—and still currently is—a state legislator (Hardy, 2015a). One of the two adopted 
daughters Rep. Harris and his wife Marsha rehomed was sexually abused by the man they 
were rehomed with (Hardy, 2015b). Since attention was brought to the Harris’ actions, 
Arkansas has enacted legislation to ban the practice of rehoming in the state (Barnes, 2015). 
However, because the Harris’ rehomed their children before the legislation was in place, 
no criminal charges were brought against them and Rep. Harris continues to serve in the 
state legislature (Hardy, 2015c). 
The children who were offered on the Yahoo! group analyzed by Reuters were very 
diverse. The vast majority of them—at least 70 percent—were foreign-born (Twohey, 
2013d). The countries most frequently represented were Ethiopia (29 children), Russia 
(26), Ukraine (20), China (20), Liberia (16) and Haiti (14).  Slightly more than half of the 
children (135) were female, 123 were male, and the sex of the remaining children was 
undetermined (Twohey, 2013d). The majority of the children offered were between the 
ages of 6 and 14 (Twohey, 2013d). Additionally, at least 106 of the children were reported 
to have attachment disorders (Twohey, 2013d). Though these data indicate some children, 
such as those adopted from abroad, may be more likely to experience rehoming than others, 
these data suggest no one group of adopted children is completely safe. 
18 
 
Figure 2.9: States with Identified Instances of Rehoming14  
 
                                                 
14 Based on Twohey, 2015a and Hardy, 2015a 
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Since the exposure of rehoming, some progress has been made to address the act. 
Yahoo!, Inc. quickly removed several groups dedicated to the practice after Reuters made 
the company aware of what the groups were doing (Twohey, 2013a-e). The company cited 
violation of their terms-of-service as reason for removal of the groups (Twohey, 2013d). 
Not all websites responded to rehoming in the same way Yahoo! did. The social networking 
website Facebook, Inc. refused to do the same to a similar group on their website; their 
statement suggested they did not want to infringe on freedom of speech rights (Twohey, 
2013d). The discrepancy between how these groups are handled occurs because it is up to 
individual websites to choose how to regulate them. 
In addition to websites taking action to address the practice, some states have 
passed legislation to make the practice illegal (Center for Adoption Policy, 2014). Almost 
all of these measures are reactive, not proactive, aimed at punishing those who engage in 
rehoming—or related acts, such as advertising for adoption—after the fact. These policies 
are outlined in the state profiles presented in Chapter 4.  
POST-ADOPTION SUPPORT SERVICES 
There are many different types of post-adoption support services which range in 
intensity. Basic services include information provision, referral and educational programs 
and materials (Livingston-Smith, 2014). More intense services include support programs, 
counseling interventions, advocacy, respite and residential treatment (Livingston-Smith, 
2014). Not all families will require the use of each of these services, but it is important 
these services are in place for those who do require them. 
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Utilization of post-adoption support services has been proven to be beneficial for 
both adoptive parents and their children.  Such services can enhance family stability and 
overall well-being (UnitingCare Children, Young People and Families, 2014). There is also 
evidence suggesting engagement in such services can improve child behavior and help 
lower child healthcare costs (Lahti, 2005). And for transracially adopted children, 
engagement in certain programs after adoption promotes self-esteem, positive relationships 
with parents and ethnic identity (Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute, 2009). 
It is unreasonable to expect every adoptive family will utilize all available post-
adoption supports, as there will always be some families who do not need or want these 
services. However, it is necessary to know if and when families desire a service but are 
unable to access it. This situation is, unfortunately, not uncommon. Data from the National 
Survey of Adoptive Families indicates as much. Most notably, nearly 20 percent of 
international non-kin and foster care non-kin adoptive families desired child support 
groups, but were unable to access them (Merritt & Festinger, 2013). Nearly 25 percent of 
kin foster care adoptive families wanted access to adult support groups, but again, were 
unable to access such services (Merritt & Festinger, 2013). Mentorship and adoption 
classes were other services all adoptive families were unable to access (Merritt & Festinger, 
2013). Additionally, many families who adopted from foster care, both non-kin and kin, 
needed access to paid child care and respite but did not received these services (Merritt & 
Festinger, 2013).  
Part of the reason adoptive families cannot access services they want may be 
because such services are not provided. A 2014 study of the post-adoption services in 49 
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states by the Donaldson Institute found only 17 states provide substantial post-adoption 
support services (Livingston-Smith, 2014). Thirteen states were found to not offer any 
specific post-adoption assistance outside of adoption subsidies (Livingston-Smith, 2014). 
The remaining 19 states only provide moderate services (Livingston-Smith, 2014). 
Research suggests families who adopt children who are not infants worry about 
their ability to parent more than those who do adopt infant (Dhami, Mandel & Sothmann, 
2007). Additionally, these families are more concerned about the availability of post-
adoption support services (Dhami et al., 2007). As noted earlier, few children adopted from 
the foster care system are infants, and a growing number of internationally adopted children 
are older (Children’s Bureau, 2015; U.S. Department of State, 2016b). This suggests 
families who go through these adoption processes may require more access to post-
adoption support services. 
Provision of post-adoption services can also impact an adoptive parents’ overall 
feelings toward the adoption. One study found that nearly one-third of parents were 
dissatisfied with the adoption process, primarily because they did not receive referrals or 
services to meet their needs (Paulsen & Merighi, 2009). Parents who feel the post-adoption 
needs of their family were met tend to feel the adoption had a positive impact on their 
family and marriage (Reilly & Platz, 2004). Additionally, receiving certain types of post-
adoption support including financial assistance is correlated with higher parenting 
satisfaction (Reilly & Platz, 2004). When the post-adoption needs are unmet, families can 
experience negative impacts on psychological and emotional wellbeing. Parents who have 
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unmet needs related to counseling and in-home services report lower quality relationships 
with their adopted children than those received needed services (Reilly & Platz, 2004). 
FEDERAL LEGISLATION 
The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) is the piece of federal 
legislation most relevant to the practice of rehoming. The Compact is a uniform law which 
all 50 states as well as the District of Columbia and the U.S. Virgin Islands have enacted 
(American Public Human Services Association, 2002). In short, the Compact requires 
certain types of placements of children across state lines to be approved by authorities in 
both the sending and receiving state (American Public Human Services Association, 2002). 
Though all U.S. states have enacted the Compact, specific legislation varies. For example, 
in Alaska those who violate the Compact can be charged with a misdemeanor and are 
subject to a fine of $200 (Alaska Stat. § 47.70.070). Some states, however, have no such 
sanctions in place for individuals who violate the contract. Arizona’s ICPC law, for 
example, only mentions the revocation of licenses from agencies who violate the Compact 
(Ariz. Rev. Stat. ch. 5, art. 4, § 8-548). Moreover, the Compact only protects against 
rehoming across state lines, and does nothing to protect a child from being rehomed within 
their home state.
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Chapter 3: Methodology 
The lack of understanding of adoption rehoming—its prevalence, causes, and 
consequences—is due, in large part, to the lack of research surrounding the issue. Beyond 
the investigative report by Reuters, no thorough research has addressed the practice. The 
preceding state profiles serve as a resource guide composed of data relevant to rehoming. 
While a brief analysis as well as programmatic and policy recommendations follow in 
Chapters 5 through 7, these profiles are meant mainly for a reference point for stakeholders 
to utilize while making informed decisions relevant to rehoming. These profiles consist of 
several pieces of data pooled from a variety of sources. Each profile consists of the 
following data and statistics:  
Quantitative 
 Number of public adoptions per year (U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, 2015) 
 Number of other domestic adoptions per year (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 
2011) 
 Number of international adoptions per year (U.S. Department of State, 2015) 
 Whether or not a known case of rehoming has occurred   
Archival – Official Legislative and Regulatory Documents 
 Enacted legislation specific to rehoming 
 Proposed legislation specific to rehoming  
 Enacted legislation regarding advertising for adoption 
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 Other legislation relevant to the practice of rehoming 
 Information regarding provision of post-adoption support services (Livingston-
Smith, 2014) 
 Information regarding ICPC enactment and enforcement 
 
Though each of these data are not derived from original research specific to this 
project, this is the first place where all this information has been pooled to provide a 
comprehensive look at adoption and rehoming in each state. It is proposed that these data 
are vital to understand the full picture of rehoming. The number of each type of adoption 
serves as an indicator of the need of post-adoption support services. Understanding current 
legislation specific and relevant to rehoming is necessary in order to find possible policy 
gaps which may play a role in occurrences of rehoming. The same is true of ICPC 
legislation. Finally, understanding the provision of post-adoption support services is vital 
in order to determine what services are needed and who needs them. 
With these profiles, it is possible to gain a better understanding of possible causes 
of rehoming and ways to address the issue, which can assist stakeholders in making 
decisions relevant to the practice.  While there are other data that would be beneficial to 
understanding rehoming, such as the prevalence of the practice, such data do not exist, and 
are therefore not included here.
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Chapter 4: State Profiles 
ALABAMA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 548 children15 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,625 children16 
International Adoptions: 149 children17 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes18 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Ala. Code § 26-10A-36 – only people and organizations licensed 
by the Department of Human Resources may advertise for adoption19 
Other Relevant Legislation:  
 Ala. Code § 26-10A-12 – addresses relinquishment of children
20
 
                                                 
15 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau.  
16 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
17 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs.  
18 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates.  
19 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
20 Ibid. 
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 Ala. Code § 26-10A-15 – addresses surrendering custody of minor children
21
 
 Ala. Code § 26-10A-33 – addresses who may place a minor child for adoption
22
 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a contracted private agency – 
Children’s Aid Society. The program is called the Alabama Pre/Post Adoption Connections 
Program (APAC).23 
Information and Referral: Provided – toll free line24 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – lending library, trainings, webinars, annual 
conference25 
Support Programs: Provided – parent groups (with childcare), child/teen groups, Adoptive 
Family Mentoring Program26 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – counselling and referral27 
Advocacy: Not provided 
Respite: Provided – annual four-day camp (Camp APAC)28 
                                                 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid. 
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Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by private insurance or 
Medicaid29 
Budget for Services: $1.4 million annually30 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services31 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law32 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked33 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Ala. Code §§ 44-2-20 through 44-2-26  
Age of Majority: 19 years34 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Ala. Code § 26-1-1 
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ALASKA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 367 children35 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 328 children36 
International Adoptions: 20 children37 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No38 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation:  
 Alaska Stat. § 25.23.60 – addresses who must be present when consent for adoption 
is given
39
 
                                                 
35 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
36 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau. 
37 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
38 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
39 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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 Alaska Stat. § 25.23.180 (e) – addresses termination of parental rights by adoptive 
parents
40
 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a grant-recipient – Alaska 
Center for Resource Families (ACRF)41 
Information and Referral: Provided42 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – face-to-face classes, self-study courses, 
telephonic/webinar services43 
Support Programs: Not provided – only private agencies offer this service44 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided – expected to be covered by private 
insurance or Medicaid45 
Advocacy: Provided46 
Respite: Not provided47 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by private insurance or 
Medicaid48 
                                                 
40 Ibid. 
41 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
42 Ibid. 
43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 
46 Ibid. 
47 Ibid. 
48 Ibid. 
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Budget for Services: $250,000 annually49 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services50 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law51 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked52 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Alaska Stat. §§ 47.70.010 through 47.70.080  
Age of Majority: 18 years53 
Statutory Penalties: Misdemeanor – fine of up to $20054 
                                                 
49 Ibid. 
50 Ibid. 
51 Ibid. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Alaska Stat. § 25.20.010 
54 Alaska Stat. § 47.70.070 
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ARIZONA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 3,090 children55 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 904 children56 
International Adoptions: 49 children57 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes58 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation:  
 Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 1-108(A) – addresses when a custody petition or hearing is 
necessary
59
 
                                                 
55 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
56 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
57 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
58 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
59 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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 Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 1-108(C) – addresses when a custody petition or hearing is 
not necessary
60
 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State61 
Information and Referral: Provided62 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual training, advanced training63 
Support Programs: Not provided – only private agencies offer this service64 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided – generally provided through 
Medicaid and Regional Behavioral Health Authorities65 
Advocacy: Provided66 
Respite: Generally, not provided 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by private insurance or 
Medicaid67 
Budget for Services: $2.4 million annually68 
                                                 
60 Ibid. 
61 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
62 Ibid. 
63 Ibid. 
64 Ibid. 
65 Ibid. 
66 Ibid. 
67 Ibid. 
68 Ibid. 
 33 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from either the public child welfare system or from 
private Arizona agencies are eligible for services, provided they qualify for adoption 
subsidy69 
Legislative Requirement: Only requirement is for an adoption subsidy to be provided to 
families with special needs children70 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked71 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Ariz. Rev. Stat. §§ 8-548 through 8-548.06 
Age of Majority: 18 years72 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
69 Ibid. 
70 Ibid. 
71 Ibid. 
72 Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 1-215 
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ARKANSAS 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 743 children73 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,526 children74 
International Adoptions: 34 children75 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes76 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: Ark. Code Ann. § 5-27-211 – made the practice of rehoming illegal. 
Anyone who engages in the practice is guilty of an unclassified felony and is subject to a 
prison sentence of up to 5 years and a fine of up to $5,000. 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
                                                 
73 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
74 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
75 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
76 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State77 
Information and Referral: Provided78 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – lending library, educational opportunities 
and programs79 
Support Programs: Provided80 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – case management, Wrap Services, 
Intensive Family Services81 
Advocacy: Provided82 
Respite: Generally, not provided83 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided – limited to those who pay with Medicaid84 
Budget for Services: $318,629 (25 percent of total Adoption Incentive Funds)85 
Eligibility Criteria: All services, with the exception of respite and residential treatment, 
are available to all adoptive families86 
Legislative Requirement: Only provision of adoption subsidy is required by law87 
                                                 
77 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
78 Ibid. 
79 Ibid. 
80 Ibid. 
81 Ibid. 
82 Ibid. 
83 Ibid. 
84 Ibid. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Ibid. 
87 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked88 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Ark. Code Ann. §§ 9-29-201 through 9-29-208 
Age of Majority: 18 years89 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
88 Ibid. 
89 Ark. Code Ann. § 9-25-101 
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CALIFORNIA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 5,471 children90 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 3,059 children91 
International Adoptions: 391 children92 
Identified Instance(s) Rehoming: Yes93 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Cal. Fam. Code § 8609(a) – anyone who advertises for adoption 
without holding a valid license to do so is guilty of a misdemeanor94 
Other Relevant Legislation:  
 Cal. Fam. Code § 8609(b) – anyone who places a child for adoption without holding 
a valid license is guilty of a misdemeanor
95
 
                                                 
90 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
91 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
92 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
93 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
94 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
95 Ibid. 
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 Cal. Fam. Code § 8625 – outlines what an adoption facilitator can and cannot do
96
 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contacted private agencies or 
county agency, depending on the county97 
Information and Referral: Provided98 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – training, newsletters, lending libraries99 
Support Programs: Provided – available to both parents and children100 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – Crisis intervention services, WRAP 
program101 
Advocacy: Provided102 
Respite: Not provided103 
Residential Treatment: Provided104 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount105 
                                                 
96 Ibid. 
97 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
98 Ibid. 
99 Ibid. 
100 Ibid. 
101 Ibid. 
102 Ibid. 
103 Ibid. 
104 Ibid. 
105 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: The state allows all adoptive families to receive services, but counties 
reserve the right to restrict services to only those who adopt through the public child 
welfare system106 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law107 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, this data is tracked108 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Cal. Fam. Code §§ 7900 through 7912 
Age of Majority: 18 years109 
Statutory Penalties: None identified   
                                                 
106 Ibid. 
107 Ibid. 
108 Ibid. 
109 Cal. Fam. Code § 6500 
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COLORADO 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 769 children110 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,412 children111 
International Adoptions: 177 children112 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes113 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Colo. Rev. Stat. § 19-5-213.5 – prohibits advertising for adoption 
in any public medium. Those who engage in this act are guilty of a Class 6 felony 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified  
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State114 
                                                 
110 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
111 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
112 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
113 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
114 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided – personal referral, The COMPASS: A Family Guide 
to Post-Adoption Resources in Colorado115 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – resource library, Colorado Post-Adoption 
Resource Center, annual conference, seminars116 
Support Programs: Not provided – state provides no funding, but will assist those who 
wish to start a support group117 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided – state does not provide services 
beyond those provided to all Colorado families; individual counties may provide 
therapeutic support118 
Advocacy: Not provided119 
Respite: Not provided – service not provided state-wide; individual counties may provide 
this service120 
Residential Treatment: Not provided121 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount122 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services123 
Legislative Requirement: Only Adoption Assistance is required by law124 
                                                 
115 Ibid. 
116 Ibid. 
117 Ibid. 
118 Ibid. 
119 Ibid. 
120 Ibid. 
121 Ibid. 
122 Ibid. 
123 Ibid. 
124 Ibid. 
 42 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked125 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Colo. Rev. Stat. §§ 24-60-1801 through 24-60-1803 
Age of Majority: 21 years126  
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
125 Ibid. 
126 Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state 
pages. 
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CONNECTICUT 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 502 children127 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 471 children128 
International Adoptions: 40 children129 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No130 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Conn. Gen. Stat. § 45a-728d – birth parents and prospective 
adoptive parents may advertise for adoption131 
Other Relevant Legislation: Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-121a – addresses provision of post-
adoption support services132 
 
                                                 
127 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
128 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
129 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
130 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
131 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
132 Ibid. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the  State through a contacted agency – University 
of Connecticut Health Center, Adoption Assistance Program (AAP)133 
Information and Referral: Provided134 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – newsletter, educational opportunities, 
professional trainings and workshops135 
Support Programs: Provided136 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – assessment, brief counseling, linkage to 
community resources137 
Advocacy: Provided138 
Respite: Generally, not provided – only available to certain families139 
Residential Treatment: Provided140 
Budget for Services: $795,000 annually141 
Eligibility Criteria: Certain “flex funding” is available to provide therapeutic services to 
families who adopted children outside of the public child welfare system. All adoptive 
families may also utilize services, including assessment, education, brief counseling, and 
referral services at the Adoption Assistance Program at UConn Health Center. 
                                                 
133 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
134 Ibid. 
135 Ibid. 
136 Ibid. 
137 Ibid. 
138 Ibid. 
139 Ibid. 
140 Ibid. 
141 Ibid. 
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Additionally, the Connecticut Association for Foster and Adoptive Parents (CAFAP) offers 
educational programs and materials to all adoptive families. Other post-adoption support 
services, such as in-home services and recreational activities, are reserved specifically for 
families who adopt through the public system.142  
Legislative Requirement: Only Adoption Assistance is required by law143 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked144 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 17a-175 through § 17a-182 
Age of Majority: 18 years145 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
142 Ibid. 
143 Ibid. 
144 Ibid. 
145 Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-1d 
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DELAWARE 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 84 children146 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 40 children147 
International Adoptions: 9 children148 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No149 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Del. Code Ann. tit. 13, § 930 – only the Department of Services 
for Children, Youth and their Families and licensed agencies may advertise for adoption150 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
 
                                                 
146 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
147 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
148 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
149 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
150 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies – A 
Better Change for Our Children (ABC) and Adoptive Families with Information and 
Support (AFIS)151 
Information and Referral: Provided152 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings, workshops, educational 
material153 
Support Programs: Provided – monthly parent support groups, support/therapeutic groups 
for children154 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – case management, crisis intervention155 
Advocacy: Provided156 
Respite: Provided – Rec and Respite Program157 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by private insurance or 
Medicaid158 
Budget for Services: $85,000 annually159 
                                                 
151 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
152 Ibid. 
153 Ibid. 
154 Ibid. 
155 Ibid. 
156 Ibid. 
157 Ibid. 
158 Ibid. 
159 Ibid. 
 48 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies, including international adoption agencies, are eligible to receive services, 
provided services are available160 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law161 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, this data is tracked162 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Del. Code Ann. tit. 31, §§ 381 through 389  
Age of Majority: 18 years163 
Statutory Penalties: First offence – fine of no more than $100; subsequent offences – fine 
of no less than $100 and no more than $1,000164
                                                 
160 Ibid. 
161 Ibid. 
162 Ibid. 
163 Del. Code tit. 1 § 701 
164Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state 
pages.  
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FLORIDA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 3,267 children165 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 3,222 children166 
International Adoptions: 250 children167 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes168 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption:  
 Fl. Stat. Ann. § 63.212(1)(g) – only an adoption entity may advertise for adoption
169
 
 Fl. Stat. Ann. § 63.212 (8) – those who violate the above law are guilty of a 2nd 
degree misdemeanor170 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
                                                 
165 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
166 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
167 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
168 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
169 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
170 Ibid. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies—
Community Based Care (CBC) Agencies—or subcontractors171 
Information and Referral: Provided – “warm lines,” newsletters172 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings, webinars173 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups for parents and youth174 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided175 
Advocacy: Not provided176 
Respite: Generally, not provided – CBCs may provide services only in crisis situations177 
Residential Treatment: Provided178 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount179 
Eligibility Criteria: Support groups and educational opportunities are available to all 
adoptive families, but all other families are restricted to families who adopt from the public 
child welfare system180 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law181 
                                                 
171 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
172 Ibid. 
173 Ibid. 
174 Ibid. 
175 Ibid. 
176 Ibid. 
177 Ibid. 
178 Ibid. 
179 Ibid. 
180 Ibid. 
181 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Dissolutions are tracked, disruptions are not182 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Fla. Stat. ch. 409.401 through 409.40 
Age of Majority: 18 years183 
Statutory Penalties: None identified
                                                 
182 Ibid. 
183 Fla. Stat. § 743.07 
 52 
GEORGIA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 887 children184 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 2,086 children185 
International Adoptions: 240 children186 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes187 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Ga. Code Ann. § 19-8-24 – only child-placing agencies may 
advertise for adoption. Penalty for violation is up to a $10,000 fine and/or up to 10 years 
in prison188 
Other Relevant Legislation: Ga. Code Ann. § 19-8-9 – addresses adoptive mothers placing 
their adopted child(ren) up for adoption189 
                                                 
184 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
185 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
186 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
187 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
188 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
189 Ibid. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies – 
Family Matters Consulting Inc., Georgie Mentor, Families First and Bethany Christian 
Services190 
Information and Referral: Provided191 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual conference, annual adoption family 
and youth training seminar192 
Support Programs: Provided – Adopted Teen Empowerment & Mentoring Program, 
parent training/support groups, Georgia Camp to Belong Program193 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – trauma-informed ADOPTS therapy, 
parent coaching, Crisis Intervention Team194 
Advocacy: Not provided195 
Respite: Generally, not provided – only available for medically fragile children196 
Residential Treatment: Not provided197 
Budget for Services: $2.5 million annually198 
                                                 
190 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
191 Ibid. 
192 Ibid. 
193 Ibid. 
194 Ibid. 
195 Ibid. 
196 Ibid. 
197 Ibid. 
198 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: Services are only available to families who adopt children from the 
public child welfare system199 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law200 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked201 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Ga. Code Ann. §§ 39-4-1 through 39-4-10 
Age of Majority:  18 years202  
Statutory Penalties: Fine of no more than $10,000 and/or imprisonment of no more than 
10 years203 
                                                 
199 Ibid. 
200 Ibid. 
201 Ibid. 
202 Ga. Code Ann. § 39-1-1 
203 Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state 
pages. 
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HAWAII 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 121 children204 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 326 children205 
International Adoptions: 34 children206 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes207 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
204 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
205 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
206 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
207 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies—
Family Programs Hawaii (FPH) and Parents and Children Together (PACT)—and a 
granted agency—Hawaii Adoption and Permanency Alliance (HAPA)208 
Information and Referral: Provided – “warm line”209 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual conference, quarterly trainings210 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups211 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – assessment, crisis intervention, case 
management, counseling212 
Advocacy: Provided213 
Respite: Not provided – families are excepted to use Adoption Assistance funds to pay for 
this service214 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by private insurance or 
Medicaid215 
Budget for Services: $109,296 annually216 
                                                 
208 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
209 Ibid. 
210 Ibid. 
211 Ibid. 
212 Ibid. 
213 Ibid. 
214 Ibid. 
215 Ibid. 
216 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: Services are only available to families who adopt from the public child 
welfare system217 
Legislative Requirement: Only Adoption Assistance is required by law218 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Only the dissolution rate for international adoptions is 
tracked219 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Haw. Rev. Stat. § 350E 
Age of Majority: 18 years220 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
217 Ibid. 
218 Ibid. 
219 Ibid. 
220 Haw. Rev. Stat. § 577-1 
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IDAHO 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 218 children221 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 573 children222 
International Adoptions: 36 children223 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes224 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Idaho Code Ann. § 18-1512A – only employees of the 
Department of Health and Welfare or licensed institutions may advertise for adoption225 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
 
                                                 
221 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
222 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
223 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
224 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
225 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State226 
Information and Referral: Unknown227 
Education Programs or Materials: Unknown228 
Support Programs: Unknown229 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Unknown230 
Advocacy: Unknown231 
Respite: Unknown232 
Residential Treatment: Unknown 233 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount234 
Eligibility Criteria: Unknown criteria235 
Legislative Requirement: Unknown236 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked237 
 
 
                                                 
226 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (n.d.). Adoption Assistance by State. 
227 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
228 Ibid. 
229 Ibid. 
230 Ibid. 
231 Ibid. 
232 Ibid. 
233 Ibid. 
234 Ibid. 
235 Ibid. 
236 Ibid. 
237 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Idaho Code Ann. §§ 16-2101 through 16-2107 
Age of Majority: 18 years238 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
238 IDAPA 16.06.01; Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. 
(2012). ICPC state pages.   
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ILLINOIS 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,655 children239 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,841 children240 
International Adoptions: 239 children241 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes242 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Cons. Stat. tit. 225, § 10/12 – only licensed or permitting 
agencies or birth parents or prospective adoptive parent may advertise for adoption. 
Violators are guilty of a misdemeanor and are subject to a fine243 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
                                                 
239 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
240 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
241 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
242 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
243 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies— 
Catholic Charities, Metropolitan Family Services, Children’s Home + Aid, Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois, The BabyFold, Cornerstone244 
Information and Referral: Provided – Adoption Support Line245 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – training, webinars, annual caregivers’ 
institutes, resource guide, newsletter246 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups for parents and children247 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – assessment, crisis intervention, clinical 
services, case management248 
Advocacy: Provided249 
Respite: Provided250 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided – available under certain circumstances251 
Budget for Services: $11,159,000 annually252 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services, except respite services253 
                                                 
244 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
245 Ibid. 
246 Ibid. 
247 Ibid. 
248 Ibid. 
249 Ibid. 
250 Ibid. 
251 Ibid. 
252 Ibid. 
253 Ibid. 
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Legislative Requirement: Intensive family preservation services are required by law254 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked255 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: 45 Ill. Comp. Stat. 15/0.01 through 15/9 
Age of Majority: 18 years256 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
254 Ibid. 
255 Ibid. 
256 45 Ill. Comp. Stat. § 15/1 and 17/5 10; Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the 
Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state pages. 
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INDIANA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 850 children257 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,909 children258 
International Adoptions: 179 children259 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes260 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Ind. Code Ann. § 35-46-1-21 – only licensed attorneys and 
licensed child-placing agencies may advertise for adoption261 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
 
                                                 
257 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
258 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
259 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
260 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
261 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies262 
Information and Referral: Provided – Special Needs Adoption Program Specialists 
(SNAPS), resource directories263 
Education Programs or Materials: Not provided264 
Support Programs: Provided265 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – crisis services, mental and behavioral 
health services266 
Advocacy: Not provided267 
Respite: Generally, not provided – only provided in cases of emergency, otherwise families 
are to use subsidy or private funds to pay for this service268 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided269 
Budget for Services: $1,454,208 annually270 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services271 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law272 
                                                 
262 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
263 Ibid. 
264 Ibid. 
265 Ibid. 
266 Ibid.  
267 Ibid. 
268 Ibid. 
269 Ibid. 
270 Ibid. 
271 Ibid. 
272 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked273 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Ind. Code § 31-28-4 
Age of Majority: 18 years274 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
273 Ibid. 
274 Ind. Code § 31-28-4; Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children. (2012). ICPC state pages. 
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IOWA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 878 children275 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 713 children276 
International Adoptions: 91 children277 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes278 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies – 
Iowa KidsNet and Iowa Foster and Adoptive Parents Association (IFAPA)279 
                                                 
275 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
276 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
277 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
278 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
279 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided280 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – parenting courses, resource library, 
newsletters281 
Support Programs: Provided282 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – home-based services, behavioral 
management techniques, case coordination283 
Advocacy: Provided284 
Respite: Provided285 
Residential Treatment: Not provided286 
Budget for Services: $690,000 annually287 
Eligibility Criteria: Services are only available to families who adopt a child through the 
public child welfare system and who qualify for adoption subsidy. Families who adopt 
from a private agency may receive services if the child has special needs and qualifies for 
adoption subsidy.288 
Legislative Requirement: Only the adoption subsidy program is required by law289 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked290 
                                                 
280 Ibid. 
281 Ibid. 
282 Ibid. 
283 Ibid. 
284 Ibid. 
285 Ibid. 
286 Ibid. 
287 Ibid. 
288 Ibid. 
289 Ibid. 
290 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Iowa Code §§ 232.158 through 232.167 
Age of Majority: 18 years291 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
291 Iowa Code § 599 et seq. 
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KANSAS 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 695 children292 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,202 children293 
International Adoptions: 61 children294 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No295 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Kan. Ann. Stat. § 59-2123(a)(1), (b)-(c) – only licensed child-
placing agencies may advertise for adoption296 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
 
                                                 
292 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
293 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
294 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
295 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
296 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies297 
Information and Referral: Provided298 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – newsletters, trainings299 
Support Programs: Provided300 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided301 
Advocacy: Provided – Kansas Foster & Adoptive Parent Association302 
Respite: Not provided – families must use Adoption Assistance funds or Medicaid303 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – only available through Medicaid304 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount305 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services306 
Legislative Requirement: Only Adoption Assistance is required by law307 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Tracking of post-adoption placements is required by 
law308 
                                                 
297 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
298 Ibid. 
299 Ibid. 
300 Ibid. 
301 Ibid. 
302 Ibid. 
303 Ibid. 
304 Ibid. 
305 Ibid. 
306 Ibid. 
307 Ibid. 
308 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Kan. Stat. Ann. §§ 38-1201 through 38-1206 
Age of Majority: 18 years309 
Statutory Penalties: Class C misdemeanor310  
                                                 
309 Kan. Stat. Ann. § 38-101 et seq. 
310 Kan. Stat. Ann. § 38-1206 
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KENTUCKY 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 909 children311 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,910 children312 
International Adoptions: 145 children313 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No314 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Ky. Rev. Stat. § 199.590(1) – no one can advertise that it will 
received children for adoption315 
Other Relevant Legislation: Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 199.473 – those wishing to place or 
received a child must complete a written application; a home-study must be completed316 
 
                                                 
311 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
312 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau. 
313 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
314 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
315 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements.  
316 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through Adoption Support for Kentucky 
(ASK) through a contract with the University of Kentucky’s College of Social Work’s 
Training Resource Center and other contracts with agencies and universities317 
Information and Referral: Provided318 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings, lending library319 
Support Programs: Provided320 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided – families are referred to community 
resources321 
Advocacy: Provided322 
Respite: Generally, not provided – only available to families with children deemed 
“medically fragile”323 
Residential Treatment: Provided324 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount325 
                                                 
317 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
318 Ibid. 
319 Ibid. 
320 Ibid. 
321 Ibid. 
322 Ibid. 
323 Ibid. 
324 Ibid. 
325 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: All adoptive families qualify to receive support and trainings through 
Adoption Support for Kentucky (ASK). All other services are reserved only for those 
families who adopted through the public child welfare system.326 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law327 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked328 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Ky. Rev. Stat. § 615.030 et seq. 
Age of Majority: 18 years329 
Statutory Penalties: Between 10 and 60 days in jail and/or fine between $25 and $200330 
                                                 
326 Ibid. 
327 Ibid. 
328 Ibid. 
329 Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 1, ch. 2, §2.015; Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the 
Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state pages. 
330 Ky. Rev. Stat. § 615.990 
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LOUISIANA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 622 children331 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 781 children332 
International Adoptions: 32 children333 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No334 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: La. Rev. Stat. § 14.46.4 – outlaws the practice of rehoming. Those 
who engage in the practice can be fined up to $5,000 and be imprisoned for up to 5 years. 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: La. Rev. Stat. § 46:1425(A) – only licensed child-placing 
agencies or crisis pregnancy centers in the state to advertise for adoption335 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified  
 
 
                                                 
331 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
332 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
333 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
334 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
335 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State336 
Information and Referral: Provided337 
Education Programs or Materials: Generally, not provided – families must be members of 
Louisiana Foster and Adoption Parent Association to participate in educational 
opportunities by the State338 
Support Programs: Not provided339 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided340 
Advocacy: Not provided341 
Respite: Provided – 25 days per year per child342 
Residential Treatment: Not provided343 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount344 
Eligibility Criteria: Only families who qualify for adoption subsidy may receive post-
adoption support services345 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law346 
                                                 
336 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
337 Ibid. 
338 Ibid. 
339 Ibid. 
340 Ibid. 
341 Ibid. 
342 Ibid. 
343 Ibid. 
344 Ibid. 
345 Ibid. 
346 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if data is tracked347 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: La. Chil. Code §§ 1608 through 1622 
Age of Majority: 18 years348 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
347 Ibid. 
348 La. Civ. Code § 29 
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MAINE 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 295 children349 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 452 children350 
International Adoptions: 15 children351 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes352 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 18-A §9-313 – only licensed child-placing 
agencies may advertise for adoption353 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
 
                                                 
349 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
350 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
351 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
352 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
353 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Not provided – States does not provide or fund services for adoptive 
families354 
Information and Referral: Not provided355 
Education Programs or Materials: Not provided356 
Support Programs: Not provided – only private agencies provide these services357 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided358 
Advocacy: Not provided359 
Respite: Not provided360 
Residential Treatment: Not provided361 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount362 
Eligibility Criteria: Only families whose adopted child have a diagnosed mental illness or 
functional impairments qualify for services363 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law364 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, this data is tracked365 
                                                 
354 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
355 Ibid. 
356 Ibid. 
357 Ibid. 
358 Ibid. 
359 Ibid. 
360 Ibid. 
361 Ibid. 
362 Ibid. 
363 Ibid. 
364 Ibid. 
365 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 22, ch. 1153 §§ 4191 through 4247 
Age of Majority: 18 years366 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
366 Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 1, ch., subsection 73; Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on 
the Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state pages. 
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MARYLAND 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 344 children367 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,994 children368 
International Adoptions: 193 children369 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes370 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: SB 208 (2015 Session) – would have prohibited the practice of 
rehoming. Violators would have faced up to 5 years in prison and/or a fine of up to $10,000. 
Last action on the bill was a hearing on February 18, 2015.371 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
                                                 
367 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
368 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
369 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
370 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
371 Refer to MD General Assembly website – history of SB 208 from 2015 Regular Session 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State372 
Information and Referral: Provided373 
Education Programs or Materials: Not provided374 
Support Programs: Generally, not provided – some local departments of social services 
may provide this service375 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Generally, not provided – families are usually 
referred to other agencies or organization and pay with subsidy funds or Medicaid376 
Advocacy: Provided377 
Respite: Provided378 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by Medicaid379 
Budget for Services: $124,094 annually380 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services381 
                                                 
372 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
373 Ibid. 
374 Ibid. 
375 Ibid. 
376 Ibid. 
377 Ibid. 
378 Ibid. 
379 Ibid. 
380 Ibid. 
381 Ibid. 
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Legislative Requirement: Provision of counseling to prevent dissolution, Post Adoption 
Permanency Service, referral services, the Maryland Tuition Waiver and the Maryland 
Education and Training voucher are required by law.382 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked383 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Md. Fam. Law Code §§ 5-601 through § 5-611 
Age of Majority: 18 years384 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
382 Ibid. 
383 Ibid. 
384 Md. Code Art. 1, § 24 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 589 children385 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,072 children386 
International Adoptions: 80 children387 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes388 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: • Mass. Gen. Laws. ch. 15D  
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption:  
 Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 119, § 391/2 – outlines how the Department of Children 
and Families should advertise for adoption
389
 
                                                 
385 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
386 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau.  
387 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
388 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
389 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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 Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 28A, § 14 – only licensed or approved placement 
agencies or those with a letter of approval from the Department may advertise for 
adoption
390
 
Other Relevant Legislation:  
 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 210 § 2B – addresses what should be included in decrees of 
adoption
391
 
 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 210 § 10 – addresses second adoptions
392
 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through Adoption Journeys, a program 
run by a private contracted agency, Child and Family Services393 
Information and Referral: Provided – toll free number, “Adoption Journeys in 
Massachusetts: Parents’ Guide to Services”394 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – professional development training, parent 
trainings, workshops395 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups for parents and children, one-on-one 
support396 
                                                 
390 Ibid. 
391 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
392 Ibid. 
393 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
394 Ibid. 
395 Ibid. 
396 Ibid. 
 87 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – Regional Response teams, home-based 
counseling397 
Advocacy: Provided398 
Respite: Provided – childcare respite, child recreational respite, family social/recreational 
respite, overnight respite (limited)399 
Residential Treatment: Provided400 
Budget for Services: $1.3 million annually401 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services402 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law403 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: The number of children who enter state care who were 
previously adopted is tracked404 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
397 Ibid. 
398 Ibid. 
399 Ibid. 
400 Ibid. 
401 Ibid. 
402 Ibid. 
403 Ibid. 
404 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 119, §§ 2-1 through 2-8405 
Age of Majority: 18 years406 
Statutory Penalties: Fine of $1,000 and/or imprisonment for no more than 6 months407 
                                                 
405 Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state 
pages. 
406 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 231, § 85P  
407 M.G.L.A. c.28A § 15; Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children. (2012). ICPC state pages. 
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MICHIGAN 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 2,137 children408 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,692 children409 
International Adoptions: 146 children410 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes411 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted agencies and parent 
organizations412 
                                                 
408 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
409 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
410 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
411 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
412 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided – outreach, websites, brochures413 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – training for families, events for children and 
youth, professional development training414 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups415 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – Adoption Medical Subsidy will cover 
services after Medicaid and private insurance, case management is provided for children 
in crisis416 
Advocacy: Provided417 
Respite: Provided – monthly respite group activities418 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided – Adoption Medical Subsidy can be used 
for this service419 
Budget for Services: $1.5 million annually420 
Eligibility Criteria: Only families who adopt through the public child welfare system are 
eligible for services421 
Legislative Requirement: The Adoption Medical Subsidy program is required by law422 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked423 
                                                 
413 Ibid. 
414 Ibid. 
415 Ibid. 
416 Ibid. 
417 Ibid. 
418 Ibid. 
419 Ibid. 
420 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
421 Ibid. 
422 Ibid. 
423 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Mich. Comp. Laws §§ 3.711 through 3.717 
Age of Majority: 18 years424 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
424 Mich. Comp. Laws § 722.1(a) 
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MINNESOTA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 642 children425 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 577 children426 
International Adoptions: 178 children427 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes428 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a granted agency, Minnesota 
Adoption Resource Network (MARN)429 
                                                 
425 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
426 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
427 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
428 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
429 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
 93 
Information and Referral: Provided430 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings for professionals and parents, 
webinars, workshops431 
Support Programs: Provided432 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – HELP Program, assessment, brief 
counseling, referral433 
Advocacy: Not provided434 
Respite: Provided435 
Residential Treatment: Not provided436 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount437 
Eligibility Criteria: Only families who adopt through the public child welfare system are 
eligible to receive services438 
Legislative Requirement: Only Title IV-B services are required by law439 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: The data system used by the state is capable of tracking 
this information, but data is not consistently inputted into the system440 
 
                                                 
430 Ibid. 
431 Ibid. 
432 Ibid. 
433 Ibid. 
434 Ibid. 
435 Ibid. 
436 Ibid. 
437 Ibid. 
438 Ibid. 
439 Ibid. 
440 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Minn. Stat. §§ 260.851 through 260.91 
Age of Majority: 18 years441 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
441 Minn. Stat. § 645.45(14) 
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MISSISSIPPI 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 314 children442 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 928 children443 
International Adoptions: 71 children444 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes445 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Miss. Code Ann. § 43-15-117 – only child-placing agencies can 
advertise for adoption446 
Other Relevant Legislation: Miss. Code Ann. § 93-17-23 – addresses re-adoptions447 
 
 
                                                 
442 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
443 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
444 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
445 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
446 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
447 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State and indirectly through a contracted private 
agency, Southern Christian Services448 
Information and Referral: Provided – warm line449 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual conference, annual resource family 
retreat450 
Support Programs: Provided451 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – crisis intervention452 
Advocacy: Provided453 
Respite: Provided454 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided – available to children receiving an 
adoption subsidy and/or Medicaid if eligible for admission455 
Budget for Services: $950,000 annually456 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services457 
                                                 
448 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
449 Ibid. 
450 Ibid. 
451 Ibid. 
452 Ibid. 
453 Ibid. 
454 Ibid. 
455 Ibid. 
456 Ibid. 
457 Ibid. 
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Legislative Requirement: Post-adoption support services are required by law, but particular 
services are not specified458 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked459 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 43-18-1 through 43-18-17 
Age of Majority: 21 years460 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
458 Ibid. 
459 Ibid. 
460 Miss. Code Ann. § 1-3-27 
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MISSOURI 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,291 children461 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,237 children462 
International Adoptions: 119 children463 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes464 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: Mo. Rev. Stat. § 453.110 – a petition must be filed with the 
courts before surrender or transfer of child custody. Violators are guilty of a Class D 
felony465 
 
 
                                                 
461 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
462 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
463 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
464 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
465 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
 99 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State and indirectly through contracted 
agencies—Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition, Missouri Foster Care and Adoption 
Assistance, Family Matters Resource Center, Central Missouri Foster Care and Adoption 
Association466 
Information and Referral: Provided – newsletters, email blasts, Facebook pages, 
websites467 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings, annual educational conferences 
for parents468 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups for parents, youth and teens469 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – crisis intervention available470 
Advocacy: Provided471 
Respite: Provided – regular respite events472 
Residential Treatment: Provided473 
Budget for Services: $450,000 annually474 
                                                 
466 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
467 Ibid. 
468 Ibid. 
469 Ibid. 
470 Ibid. 
471 Ibid. 
472 Ibid. 
473 Ibid. 
474 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: Only families who adopt through the public child welfare system, those 
who are IV-E and/or SSI eligible and adoption by a family in Missouri are eligible to 
receive services475 
Legislative Requirement: Adoption professionals are required to inform adoptive parents 
of support services available to them476 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked477 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Mo. Rev. Stat. §§ 210.620 through 210.700 
Age of Majority: 18 years478 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
475 Ibid. 
476 Ibid. 
477 Ibid. 
478 Common law 
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MONTANA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 234 children479 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 556 children480 
International Adoptions: 16 children481 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No482 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Mont. Code Ann. § 42-7-105(1)(a) – only the Department of 
Public Health and Human Services and licensed child-placement agencies may advertise 
for adoption483 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
                                                 
479 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
480 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
481 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
482 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
483 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: State generally does not fund or provided post-adoption support 
services484 
Information and Referral: Provided485 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – resource parent library486 
Support Programs: Not provided487 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Generally, not provided – funds are available for 
these services if/when a need arises488 
Advocacy: Not provided489 
Respite: Not provided490 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to use Medicaid491 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount492 
Eligibility Criteria: Only families who adopt through the public child welfare system are 
eligible to receive services493  
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law494 
                                                 
484 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
485 Ibid. 
486 Ibid. 
487 Ibid. 
488 Ibid. 
489 Ibid. 
490 Ibid. 
491 Ibid. 
492 Ibid. 
493 Ibid. 
494 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, this data is tracked495 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Mont. Code Ann. §§ 41-4-101 through 41-4-109 
Age of Majority: 18 years496 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
495 Ibid. 
496 Mont. Code Ann. § 41-1-101 
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NEBRASKA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 461 children497 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 377 children498 
International Adoptions: 41 children499 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes500 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: L.B. 302 (104th Legislature) – would prohibit rehoming. Anyone 
who engages in the practice would be guilty of a Class IV felony. As of April 20, 2016, the 
bill was indefinitely postponed.501 
Advertising for Adoption: Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-701 – only parents and licensed agencies 
may advertise for adoption502 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
                                                 
497 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
498 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
499 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
500 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
501 Refer to Nebraska State Legislature website – history of L.B. 302 (104th Legislature)  
502 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contract agencies, Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska and Nebraska Children’s Home Society, jointly known as 
Right Turn503 
Information and Referral: Provided504 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – training for professionals and parents, 
annual conference505 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups, family activities, Parent2Parent, 
mentorship506 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – crisis management, advocacy, mental 
health connection, education/school support, Wellness Recovery Action Plans (WRAP), 
assistance with behavior management, adoption-specific support and education, referral, A 
Step Further: Improving Family Relationship through Support and Intervention after 
Trauma and Loss507 
Advocacy: Provided508 
Respite: Not provided509 
                                                 
503 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
504 Ibid. 
505 Ibid. 
506 Ibid. 
507 Ibid. 
508 Ibid. 
509 Ibid. 
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Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided – funding available for this service if 
assistance is not found elsewhere510 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount511 
Eligibility Criteria: Support groups are open to all adoptive families, and otherwise 
ineligible adoptive families may attend trainings and workshops for a small fee. Other 
services are reserved for families who adopt through the public child welfare system.512 
Legislative Requirement: Unknown if post-adoption support services are required by law513 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked514 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1103 
Age of Majority: 19 years515 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
510 Ibid. 
511 Ibid. 
512 Ibid. 
513 Ibid. 
514 Ibid. 
515 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-2101 
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NEVADA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 729 children516 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 371 children517 
International Adoptions: 18 children518 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No519 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption:  
 Nev. Rev. Stat. § 127.283 – addresses what a child-placing agencies can and cannot 
put in advertisements
520
 
 Nev. Rev. Stat. § 127.310 – only child-placing agencies can advertise for 
adoption
521
 
                                                 
516 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
517 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
518 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
519 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
520 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
521 Ibid. 
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Other Relevant Legislation: Nev. Rev. Stat. § 127.150 (3) – addresses the best interested 
of the adopted child522 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted agencies523 
Information and Referral: Provided524 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided525 
Support Programs: Provided – parent support groups526 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided – expected to use private insurance 
or Medicaid527 
Advocacy: Not provided528 
Respite: Provided529 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to use Medicaid530 
Budget for Services: $136,000 annually531 
                                                 
522 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
523 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
524 Ibid. 
525 Ibid. 
526 Ibid. 
527 Ibid. 
528 Ibid. 
529 Ibid. 
530 Ibid. 
531 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: All adoptive families are eligible for information and referral services. 
All other services are reserved only for families who adopt through the public child welfare 
system.532 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law533 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, this data is tracked534 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Nev. Rev. Stat. §§ 127.320 through 127.350 
Age of Majority: 18 years535 
Statutory Penalties: Misdemeanor536 
                                                 
532 Ibid. 
533 Ibid. 
534 Ibid. 
535 Nev. Rev. Stat. § 129.010 
536 Nev. Rev. Stat. § 127.310 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 120 children537 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 414 children538 
International Adoptions: 21 children539 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes540 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: N.H. Rev. Stat. § 170-E:39 – only licensed and permitted 
agencies may advertise for adoption541 
Other Relevant Legislation: N.H. Rev. Stat. § 170-B:27 – addresses re-adoption542 
 
 
                                                 
537 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
538 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
539 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
540 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
541 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
542 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State and indirectly through vendors543 
Information and Referral: Provided544 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – online and in person caregiver trainings545 
Support Programs: Provided546 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – case management, home-based 
support547 
Advocacy: Provided548 
Respite: Provided – funds for 30 days per year per family to cover respite in a licensed 
foster family549 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided – only provided in cases where it is court 
ordered550 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount551 
Eligibility Criteria: Information and referral services as well as support groups are open to 
all adoptive families. All other services are reserved only for those who adopt through the 
public child welfare system.552 
                                                 
543 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
544 Ibid. 
545 Ibid. 
546 Ibid. 
547 Ibid. 
548 Ibid. 
549 Ibid. 
550 Ibid. 
551 Ibid. 
552 Ibid. 
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Legislative Requirement: Those who adopt a child through the state are to be provided with 
information about available services553 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked554 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: N.H. Rev. Stat. §§ 170-A:1 through 170-A:7  
Age of Majority: 18 years555 
Statutory Penalties: Misdemeanor556 
                                                 
553 Ibid. 
554 Ibid. 
555 N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 21-B:1 
556 N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 169-C:39 
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NEW JERSEY 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,024 children557 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 620 children558 
International Adoptions: 128 children559 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes560 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted agencies561 
                                                 
557 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
558 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
559 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
560 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
561 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided – warm line, lending library562 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – funds Adoption Clinical Certificate program 
for professionals, trainings for parents563 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups for parents and youth, “Meet & Greet” 
events564 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – in-home stabilization, assessment and 
counseling565 
Advocacy: Provided566 
Respite: Not provided567 
Residential Treatment: Not provided568 
Budget for Services: $3,850,000 annually569 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services570 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law571 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked572 
 
                                                 
562 Ibid. 
563 Ibid. 
564 Ibid. 
565 Ibid. 
566 Ibid. 
567 Ibid. 
568 Ibid. 
569 Ibid. 
570 Ibid. 
571 Ibid. 
572 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: N.J. Rev. Stat. §§ 9:23-5 through 9:23-8 
Age of Majority: 18 years573 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
573 N.J. Rev. Stat. § 9:17B-3 
 116 
NEW MEXICO 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 315 children574 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 197 children575 
International Adoptions: 34 children576 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No577 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: N.M. Stat. Ann. § 32A-5-42.2 – addresses who can advertise for 
adoption and what such advertisements must include578 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified  
 
 
 
                                                 
574 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
575 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
576 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
577 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
578 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a vendor, FIESTA (Family 
activities, Information, Education, Support Group, and Training for Adoptive families) 
Project at La Familia579 
Information and Referral: Provided580 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual adoption conference, newsletter581 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups, family activities582 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Generally, not provided – case management may 
occur in emergencies, other services available through Medicaid583 
Advocacy: Provided584 
Respite: Not provided585 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by private insurance or 
Medicaid586 
Budget for Services: $750,000 annually587 
Eligibility Criteria: Generally, services are limited to families who adopt a “special needs” 
child through the public child welfare system588  
                                                 
579 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
580 Ibid. 
581 Ibid. 
582 Ibid. 
583 Ibid. 
584 Ibid. 
585 Ibid. 
586 Ibid. 
587 Ibid. 
588 Ibid. 
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Legislative Requirement: Only the Adoption Assistance program is required by law589 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Re-entry into state custody after adoption is tracked590 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: N.M. Stat. Ann. §§ 32A-11-1 through 32A-11-7 
Age of Majority: 18 years591 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
589 Ibid. 
590 Ibid. 
591 N.M. Stat. § 28-6-1 
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NEW YORK 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,997 children592 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 5,012 children593 
International Adoptions: 269 children594 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes595 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: A04594 (2015-2016 Regular Session) – would prohibit the practice 
of rehoming. Those found guilty of engaging the practice would be charged with a Class E 
felony. As of April 21, 2016, bill is in Assembly.596 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
                                                 
592 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
593 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
594 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
595 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
596 Refer to New York State Assembly website – history of A04594 (2015-2016 Regular Session) 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State597 
Information and Referral: Provided – Parent and Kin Connection Helpline, website, online 
Resource Guide on Post Adoption Services598 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual conference, trainings599 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups600 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided – expected to use Medicaid601 
Advocacy: Not provided602 
Respite: Not provided603 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to use Medicaid604 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount605 
Eligibility Criteria: Information and referral services are available for all adoptive families. 
Other services are reserved to families who adopt through the public child welfare system, 
except when a family is in crisis. In this case, any adoptive family may receive services in 
order to prevent adoption dissolution.606 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law607 
                                                 
597 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
598 Ibid. 
599 Ibid. 
600 Ibid. 
601 Ibid. 
602 Ibid. 
603 Ibid. 
604 Ibid. 
605 Ibid. 
606 Ibid. 
607 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked608 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: N.Y. Soc. Serv. Law §§ 374-A 
Age of Majority: 18 years609 
Statutory Penalties: First offence – misdemeanor; subsequent offences – felony610  
                                                 
608 Ibid. 
609 N.Y. Dom. Rel. § 2 
610 Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state 
pages. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,164 children611 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 2,919 children612 
International Adoptions: 228 children613 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes614 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: N.C. Gen. Stat. § 48-10-101(b)-(b1) – only the Department of 
Social Services, an adoption facilitator, or a licensed agency may advertise for adoption615 
Other Relevant Legislation:  
 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 48-3-702 – addresses relinquishment of an adopted child
616
 
                                                 
611 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
612 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
613 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
614 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
615 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
616 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 48-3-705 (b) – addresses relinquishment of an adopted child
617
 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through granted agencies618 
Information and Referral: Provided619 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings for parents, workshops, lending 
libraries620 
Support Programs: Provided621 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided622 
Advocacy: Provided623 
Respite: Provided624 
Residential Treatment: Not provided625 
Budget for Services: $2,000,000 annually626 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services627 
                                                 
617 Ibid. 
618 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
619 Ibid. 
620 Ibid. 
621 Ibid. 
622 Ibid. 
623 Ibid. 
624 Ibid. 
625 Ibid. 
626 Ibid. 
627 Ibid. 
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Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law628 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked629 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 7B-3800 through 7B-3806 
Age of Majority: 18 years630 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
628 Ibid. 
629 Ibid. 
630 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 48A-2 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 96 children631 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 113 children632 
International Adoptions: 19 children633 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No634 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption:  
 N.D. Cent. Code § 23-16-08 – no hospital can advertise for adoption
635
 
 N.D. Cent. Code § 50-11-06 – no foster care facility can advertise for adoption 
without first being licensed to do so
636
 
 N.D. Cent. Code § 50-19-11 – no maternity home can advertise for adoption
637
 
                                                 
631 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
632 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
633 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
634 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
635 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
636 Ibid. 
637 Ibid. 
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 N.D. Cent. Code § 50-12-17 – only those with a license for the Department of 
Human Services can advertise for adoption
638
 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a contracted agency—Catholic 
Charities-North Dakota—and subcontractor—PATH-North Dakota639 
Information and Referral: Provided640 
Education Programs or Materials: Not provided641 
Support Programs: Not provided642 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – case management, individual, group 
and family therapy643 
Advocacy: Provided644 
Respite: Not provided645 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to use private insurance or Medicaid646 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount647 
                                                 
638 Ibid. 
639 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
640 Ibid. 
641 Ibid. 
642 Ibid. 
643 Ibid. 
644 Ibid. 
645 Ibid. 
646 Ibid. 
647 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: All services, with the exception of the Adoption Assistance subsidy, 
are available to all adoptive families, provided they meet the program-specific eligibility 
requirements648 
Legislative Requirement: Only subsidy and search and disclosure services are required by 
law649 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked650 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: N.D. Cent. Code §§ 14-13-01 through 14-13-08 
Age of Majority: 18 years651 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
648 Ibid. 
649 Ibid. 
650 Ibid. 
651 N.D. Cent. Code § 14-10-01 
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OHIO 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,406 children652 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 2,439 children653 
International Adoptions: 198 children654 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes655 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 5103.17 – only private child-placing 
agencies, private noncustodial agency certified by the Department or public child services 
agency can advertise for adoption656 
Other Relevant Legislation: Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3109.52 – addresses use of a power 
of attorney to transfer child custody657 
                                                 
652 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
653 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
654 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
655 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
656 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
657 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State658 
Information and Referral: Provided659 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – brochure660 
Support Programs: Not provided661 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided662 
Advocacy: Not provided663 
Respite: Generally, not provided – available under certain circumstances664 
Residential Treatment: Provided665 
Budget for Services: $3,330,000 annually666 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services provided they can demonstrate eligibility 
and need667 
Legislative Requirement: Unknown if any post-adoption support services are required by 
law668 
                                                 
658 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
659 Ibid. 
660 Ibid. 
661 Ibid. 
662 Ibid. 
663 Ibid. 
664 Ibid. 
665 Ibid. 
666 Ibid. 
667 Ibid. 
668 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: The number of children returning to state custody after 
adoption is tracked. The number of dissolutions of international adoptions is supposed to 
be tracked, but it not.669 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Ohio Rev. Code §§ 5103.20 through 510.28 
Age of Majority: 18 years670 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
669 Ibid. 
670 Ohio Rev. Code §§ 3109.01 
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OKLAHOMA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,382 children671 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,149 children672 
International Adoptions: 59 children673 
Identified Instances of Rehoming: Yes674 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 21, § 866(A)(1)(g)-(h) – defines child 
trafficking675 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
 
                                                 
671 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
672 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
673 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
674 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
675 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State676 
Information and Referral: Provided677 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – lending library, annual training678 
Support Programs: Not provided679 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided680 
Advocacy: Provided681 
Respite: Provided682 
Residential Treatment: Provided683 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount684 
Eligibility Criteria: All families who adopt through the public child welfare system are 
eligible to receive services. Those who adopted privately or internationally may receive 
services if they meet eligibility requirements for Title IV-E.685 
Legislative Requirement: Only the Adoption Assistance program is required by law686 
                                                 
676 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
677 Ibid. 
678 Ibid. 
679 Ibid. 
680 Ibid. 
681 Ibid. 
682 Ibid. 
683 Ibid. 
684 Ibid. 
685 Ibid. 
686 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, this data is tracked if the child re-enters state 
custody687 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Okla. Stat. tit. 10, §§ 10-571 through 10-576 
Age of Majority: 18 years688 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
687 Ibid. 
688 Okla. Stat. tit. 15 § 13 
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OREGON 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 847 children689 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 612 children690 
International Adoptions: 75 children691 
Identified Instances of Rehoming: Yes692 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Or. Rev. Stat. § 109.311(4) – only the State Office for Services 
to Children and Families, licensed adoption agencies, and those who are certified to adopt 
can advertise for adoption693 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
 
                                                 
689 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
690 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
691 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
692 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
693 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a contract with Oregon Post 
Adoption Resource Center (ORPARC)694 
Information and Referral: Provided695 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings, newsletter, lending library696 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups, case management, consultation services697 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided698 
Advocacy: Provided699 
Respite: Provided700 
Residential Treatment: Not provided701 
Budget for Services: $375,369 annually702 
Eligibility Criteria: Generally, only families who adopt through the public child welfare 
system are eligible for services. Families who adopt “special needs” children through a 
private agency may also qualify for services.703 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law704 
                                                 
694 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
695 Ibid. 
696 Ibid. 
697 Ibid. 
698 Ibid. 
699 Ibid. 
700 Ibid. 
701 Ibid. 
702 Ibid. 
703 Ibid. 
704 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked705 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Or. Rev. Stat. §§ 417.200 through 417.260 
Age of Majority: 18 years706 
Statutory Penalties: Class A misdemeanor707 
                                                 
705 Ibid. 
706 Or. Rev. Stat. § 109.510 et seq. 
707 Or. Rev. Stat. § 417.990 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,849 children708 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 2,109 children709 
International Adoptions: 181 children710 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes711 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly and indirectly by the State through a network of public 
and private agencies712 
                                                 
708 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
709 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
710 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
711 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
712 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided – helpline713  
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – lending libraries, newsletters, trainings714 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups for adoptive parents, adopted teens and 
child, and birth children715 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided716 
Advocacy: Provided717 
Respite: Provided718 
Residential Treatment: Not provided719 
Budget for Services: $4,600,000 annually720 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services721 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law722 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked723 
 
 
 
                                                 
713 Ibid. 
714 Ibid. 
715 Ibid. 
716 Ibid. 
717 Ibid. 
718 Ibid. 
719 Ibid. 
720 Ibid. 
721 Ibid. 
722 Ibid. 
723 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Unknown 
Age of Majority: 18 years724 
Statutory Penalties: Unknown
                                                 
724 Pa. Cons. Stat. 23§5101  
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RHODE ISLAND 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 202 children725 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 170 children726 
International Adoptions: 8 children727 
Identified Instances of Rehoming: No728 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a contracted agency, Adoption 
Rhode Island (ARI)729 
                                                 
725 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
726 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
727 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
728 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
729 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided730 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided731 
Support Programs: Provided732 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – in-home clinical support733 
Advocacy: Not provided734 
Respite: Generally, not provided735 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided736 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount737 
Eligibility Criteria: Generally, services are limited to those families who receive federal or 
state adoption or guardianship subsidy. In rare cases other families may be eligible for 
services.738 
Legislative Requirement: Provision of residential treatment services is required by law739 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: This data is tracked to an extent, but it is inaccurate740 
 
 
 
                                                 
730 Ibid. 
731 Ibid. 
732 Ibid. 
733 Ibid. 
734 Ibid. 
735 Ibid. 
736 Ibid. 
737 Ibid. 
738 Ibid. 
739 Ibid. 
740 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 40-15-1 through 40-15-10 
Age of Majority: 18 years741 
Statutory Penalties: None identified  
                                                 
741 R.I. Gen. Laws § 15-12-1 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 449 children742 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 825 children743 
International Adoptions: 89 children744 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes745 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption:  
 S.C. Code Ann. § 63-9-70 (A) – only the Department of Social Services, a licensed 
child-placing agency, or a licensed attorney can advertise for adoption. Violators 
are guilty of a misdemeanor and are subject to a $500 fine and/or imprisonment for 
up to 30 days.
746
 
                                                 
742 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
743 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
744 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
745 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
746 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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 S.C. Code Ann. § 63-9-70 (B) – defines exceptions to above statue
747
 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified  
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State and indirectly by private agencies and 
family organizations748 
Information and Referral: Provided749 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings750 
Support Programs: Provided751 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided752 
Advocacy: Provided753 
Respite: Provided754 
Residential Treatment: Provided755 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount756 
                                                 
747 Ibid. 
748 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services 
749 Ibid. 
750 Ibid. 
751 Ibid. 
752 Ibid. 
753 Ibid. 
754 Ibid. 
755 Ibid. 
756 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: Only families who adopt through the public child welfare system 
qualify for services. On rare occasions, exceptions may be made in order to preserve an 
adoptive family.757 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law758 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked759 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: S.C. Code Ann. §§ 63-9-2200 through 63-9-2290 
Age of Majority: 18 years760 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
757 Ibid. 
758 Ibid. 
759 Ibid. 
760 S.C. Code Ann. § 15-1-320 
 146 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 159 children761 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 175 children762 
International Adoptions: 26 children763 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No764 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a contracted agency, Children’s 
Home Society765 
                                                 
761 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
762 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
763 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
764 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
765 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services 
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Information and Referral: Provided766 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – funding for trainings767 
Support Programs: Not provided768 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided769 
Advocacy: Provided770 
Respite: Generally, not provided771 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided772 
Budget for Services: $164,000 amount773 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services, with the exception of residential care, 
which is limited to those who adopt through the public child welfare system774 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law775 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, this data is tracked776 
 
 
 
                                                 
766 Ibid. 
767 Ibid. 
768 Ibid. 
769 Ibid. 
770 Ibid. 
771 Ibid. 
772 Ibid. 
773 Ibid. 
774 Ibid. 
775 Ibid. 
776 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: S.D. Codified Laws §§ 26-13-1 through 26-13-9 
Age of Majority: 18 years777 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
777 S.D. Codified Laws § 26-1-1 
 149 
TENNESSEE 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,161 children778 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,720 children779 
International Adoptions: 177 children780 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes781 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Tenn. Ann. Code § 36-1-108(a)(2) – only licensed child-placing 
agencies, LCSWs, prospective adoptive parents or authorized lawyers may advertise for 
adoption782 
 
 
 
                                                 
778 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
779 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
780 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
781 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
782 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Other Relevant Legislation: 
 Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-143 – addresses provision of post-adoption support 
services
783
 
 Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-106 – addresses second adoptions
784
 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agency—
Harmony Adoption Services—and subcontractors—Catholic Charities and Agape Child 
and Family Services785 
Information and Referral: Provided786 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual Cycles of Healing Conference, 
lending library, adoption preparation training787 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups788 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided789 
Advocacy: Provided790 
Respite: Provided791 
                                                 
783 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
784 Ibid. 
785 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
786 Ibid. 
787 Ibid. 
788 Ibid. 
789 Ibid. 
790 Ibid. 
791 Ibid. 
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Residential Treatment: Not provided792 
Budget for Services: $2,100,000 annually793 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt through the public child welfare system receive 
services for free. Other adoptive families are eligible for services, put must pay for service 
for a sliding-scale fee.794 
Legislative Requirement: Yes, post-adoption support services including crisis intervention, 
counseling, support groups, advocacy, respite, case management and more are required by 
law795 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked796 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 37-4-201 through 37-4-207 
Age of Majority: 18 years797 
Statutory Penalties: Class A misdemeanor – fine of no more than $200 and/or 
imprisonment for no more than 6 months798 
                                                 
792 Ibid. 
793 Ibid. 
794 Ibid. 
795 Ibid. 
796 Ibid. 
797 Tenn. Code Ann. § 1-3-105(1) 
798 Tenn. Code Ann. § 37-5-405; Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement 
of Children. (2012). ICPC state pages. 
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TEXAS 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 5,221 children799 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 5,694 children800 
International Adoptions: 392 children801 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes802 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Tex. Penal Code § 25.09 – only licensed child-placing agencies 
may advertise for adoption803 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified  
 
 
 
                                                 
799 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
800 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
801 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
802 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
803 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies804 
Information and Referral: Provided805 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – parent trainings, lending libraries806 
Support Programs: Provided – parent and child support groups807 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided808 
Advocacy: Provided809 
Respite: Provided810 
Residential Treatment: Provided811 
Budget for Services: $3.7 million annually812 
Eligibility Criteria: Only families who adopt through the public child welfare system are 
available to receive services813 
Legislative Requirement: Yes, the law outlines how contractors must address post-adoption 
support services814 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked815 
                                                 
804 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
805 Ibid. 
806 Ibid. 
807 Ibid. 
808 Ibid. 
809 Ibid. 
810 Ibid. 
811 Ibid. 
812 Ibid. 
813 Ibid. 
814 Ibid. 
815 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Tex. Fam. Code §§ 162-101 through 162-107 
Age of Majority: 18 years816 
Statutory Penalties: Class B misdemeanor – fine of up to $2,000 and/or imprisonment for 
up to 180 days817   
                                                 
816 Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem. § 129.001 
817 Tex. Fam. Code § 162.107; Tex. Penal Code § 12.22 
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UTAH 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 605 children818 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,034 children819 
International Adoptions: 63 children820 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes821 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Utah Code Ann. § 62A-4a-602(2)(b) – no one can advertise they 
are able to provide child-placing assistance822 
Other Relevant Legislation: Utah Code Ann. § 78B-6-119 (1) – addresses relinquishment 
of child custody823 
 
                                                 
818 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
819 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
820 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
821 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
822 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
823 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted agencies824 
Information and Referral: Provided – website, newsletter825 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – annual conference, lending library826 
Support Programs: Provided827 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided828 
Advocacy: Provided829 
Respite: Provided – crisis nurseries, home-based respite, “date nights”830 
Residential Treatment: Not provided831 
Budget for Services: $1,795,000 annually832 
Eligibility Criteria: Generally, services are reserved for those who adopt through the public 
child welfare system. Exceptions may be made if a child is at risk of being placed in the 
foster care system. 833 
Legislative Requirement: The law requires additional adoption assistance be provided for 
extraordinary, infrequent needs834 
                                                 
824 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
825 Ibid. 
826 Ibid. 
827 Ibid. 
828 Ibid. 
829 Ibid. 
830 Ibid. 
831 Ibid. 
832 Ibid. 
833 Ibid. 
834 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, the number of children who re-enter state custody 
is tracked835 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Utah Code Ann. §§ 62A-4a-701 through 62A-4a-708836 
Age of Majority: 18 years837 
Statutory Penalties: Class C misdemeanor – $500 fine838 
                                                 
835 Ibid. 
836 Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. (2012). ICPC state 
pages. 
837 Utah Code § 15-2-1 
838 Utah Code Ann. § 76-3-205; Utah Code Ann. § 76-3-302  
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VERMONT 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 161 children839 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 207 children840 
International Adoptions: 16 children841 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No842 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a Post-Adoption Consortium, a 
group of contracted private agencies843 
                                                 
839 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
840 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
841 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
842 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
843 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided844 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – vouchers for online trainings, computerized 
lending library, annual conferences845 
Support Programs: Provided846 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided847 
Advocacy: Provided848 
Respite: Generally, not provided – only available to those who did not adopt from public 
child welfare system849 
Residential Treatment: Not provided850 
Budget for Services: $1,000,000 annually851 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services852 
Legislative Requirement: Access to residential treatment services is required by law853 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked854 
 
 
                                                 
844 Ibid. 
845 Ibid. 
846 Ibid. 
847 Ibid. 
848 Ibid. 
849 Ibid. 
850 Ibid. 
851 Ibid. 
852 Ibid. 
853 Ibid. 
854 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 33, ch. 59  
Age of Majority: 18 years855 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
855 Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 1 § 173 
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VIRGINIA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 632 children856 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,323 children857 
International Adoptions: 221 children858 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes859 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: S.B. No. 411, Gen. Assemb. (2014) – would have outlawed the 
practice of rehoming. Those who engaged in the practice would have been guilty of a Class 
6 felony.860 
Advertising for Adoption: Va. Code Ann. § 63.2-1218; § 63.2-1225 – no one can advertise 
for adoption. Violators are guilty of a felony861 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified  
                                                 
856 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
857 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
858 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
859 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
860 Young, A. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. Center for Adoption 
Policy. 
861 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through a contracted private agency, 
United Methodist Family Services of Virginia862 
Information and Referral: Provided – toll free number863 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – trainings for professionals and parents, 
webinars864 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups for parents and child, virtual online support 
group865 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided – therapeutic counseling, supportive 
counseling, clinical consultation, assessment, individual and family therapy866 
Advocacy: Provided867 
Respite: Generally, not provided868 
Residential Treatment: Provided869 
Budget for Services: $1,100,000 annually870 
Eligibility Criteria: Families who adopt from the public child welfare system and from 
private agencies are eligible to receive services871 
                                                 
862 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
863 Ibid. 
864 Ibid. 
865 Ibid. 
866 Ibid. 
867 Ibid. 
868 Ibid. 
869 Ibid. 
870 Ibid. 
871 Ibid. 
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Legislative Requirement: Only the Adoption Assistance program is required by law872 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked873 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Va. Code Ann. §§ 63.2-1000, 63.0-1100 through 63.2-1105 
Age of Majority: 18 years874 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
872 Ibid. 
873 Ibid. 
874 Va. Code Ann. § 1-13.42 
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WASHINGTON 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 1,362 children875 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,188 children876 
International Adoptions: 173 children877 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes878 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Wash. Rev. Code § 26.33.400(1)-(2) – only the Department of 
Social and Health Services, licensed children’s agency/institution, or people who are 
certified to adoption can advertise for adoption.879 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified  
 
 
                                                 
875 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
876 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
877 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
878 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
879 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State880 
Information and Referral: Provided881 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided - trainings882 
Support Programs: Not provided – parents and private agencies run such groups, state only 
maintains a list of groups on website883 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided884 
Advocacy: Not provided885 
Respite: Not provided886 
Residential Treatment: Not provided887 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount888 
Eligibility Criteria: Information is supplied to all adoptive families. Other services are 
reserved for families who adopt through the public child welfare system.889 
Legislative Requirement: Only the adoption support program is required by law890 
                                                 
880 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
881 Ibid. 
882 Ibid. 
883 Ibid. 
884 Ibid. 
885 Ibid. 
886 Ibid. 
887 Ibid. 
888 Ibid. 
889 Ibid. 
890 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, dissolutions are tracked but the data has not been 
validated; disruptions are not tracked891 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Wash. Rev. Code §§ 26.34.010 through 26.34.080 
Age of Majority: 18 years892 
Statutory Penalties: Misdemeanor893 
                                                 
891 Ibid. 
892 Wash. Rev. Code § 26.28.010 et seq. 
893 Wash. Rev. Code § 26.34.080 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 852 children894 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 425 children895 
International Adoptions: 20 children896 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No897 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: W. Va. Code § 48-22-802 – addresses the right to petition for 
adoption898 
 
 
 
                                                 
894 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
895 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
896 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
897 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
898 Center for Adoption Policy. (2014). Synopsis of state laws regarding the practice of private re-homing. 
Rye, NY: Alyse Young. 
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Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided directly by the State899 
Information and Referral: Provided900 
Education Programs or Materials: Not provided901 
Support Programs: Not provided902 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided903 
Advocacy: Not provided904 
Respite: Generally, not provided – only covered in cases where Child Protective Services 
is involved905 
Residential Treatment: Not provided906 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount907 
Eligibility Criteria: Only families who adopt through the public child welfare system are 
eligible to receive services908 
Legislative Requirement: Only the Adoption Subsidy program and Registry program are 
required by law909 
                                                 
899 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
900 Ibid. 
901 Ibid. 
902 Ibid. 
903 Ibid. 
904 Ibid. 
905 Ibid. 
906 Ibid. 
907 Ibid. 
908 Ibid. 
909 Ibid. 
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Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Unknown if this data is tracked910 
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: W. Va. Code §§ 49-7-101 through 49-7-102 
Age of Majority: 18 years911 
Statutory Penalties: None identified 
                                                 
910 Ibid. 
911 W. Va. Code § 2-2-10(aa) 
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WISCONSIN 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 735 children912 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 1,022 children913 
International Adoptions: 138 children914 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: Yes915 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: Wis. Stat. § 48.825 – only the Department of Children and 
Families, licensed child welfare agencies, certain other foster care and adoption agencies, 
individuals certified to adoption and individuals seeking to place their own child can 
advertise for adoption.916  
Other Relevant Legislation: Wis. Stat. § 48.979 – restricts the practice of transferring 
custody via a power of attorney document. Such a transfer to a non-relative can only take 
                                                 
912 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
913 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
914 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
915 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
916 Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2012). Use of advertising and facilitators in adoptive placements. 
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place for one year. If a parent seeks to transfer custody for a longer period of time, they 
must file a petition with the court.  Those who violate the law face up to a $10,000 fine and 
up to 9 months in prison. 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through contracted private agencies917 
Information and Referral: Provided918 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – inter-library loan system, trainings, 
conferences, newsletter919 
Support Programs: Provided – support groups, mentor programs920 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Not provided – adoption subsidy generally used to 
pay for services921 
Advocacy: Provided922 
Respite: Not provided923 
Residential Treatment: Generally, not provided – available on a case-by-case basis924 
Budget for Services: $540,641 annually925 
                                                 
917 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
918 Ibid. 
919 Ibid. 
920 Ibid. 
921 Ibid. 
922 Ibid. 
923 Ibid. 
924 Ibid. 
925 Ibid. 
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Eligibility Criteria: Those families who are eligible for adoption assistance qualify for 
more services than those who do not926 
Legislative Requirement: No post-adoption support services are required by law927 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: Yes, disruptions in public and domestic adoption cases 
are tracked928  
 
ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Wis. Stat. §§ 48.988 through 48.989 
Age of Majority: 18 years929 
Statutory Penalties: None identified
                                                 
926 Ibid. 
927 Ibid. 
928 Ibid. 
929 Wis. Stat. § 990.01(3) 
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WYOMING 
Adoption Data 
Public Adoptions: 75 children930 
Other Domestic Adoptions: 278 children931 
International Adoptions: 24 children932 
Identified Instance(s) of Rehoming: No933 
 
Rehoming Legislation 
Specific Legislation: None identified 
Proposed Legislation: None identified 
Advertising for Adoption: None identified 
Other Relevant Legislation: None identified 
 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
Service Delivery: Provided indirectly by the State through granted agencies934 
                                                 
930 In FY14. See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2015). Adoptions of children with public 
child welfare agency involvement by state FY 2005-FY2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau. 
931 In 2008. See Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2011). How many children were adopted in 2007 and 
2008? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau 
932 In FY15. See U.S. Department of State. (2016). FY 2015 annual report on intercounty adoption. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
933 Twohey, M. (2013, September 9). The child exchange: The network: Americans use the internet to 
abandon children adopted from overseas. Reuters Investigates. 
934 Livingston-Smith, S. (2014). Supporting and preserving adoptive families: Profiles of publicly funded 
post-adoption services. 
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Information and Referral: Provided – families can contact the Adoption Exchange (AE) in 
Colorado for this service935 
Education Programs or Materials: Provided – subscriptions to “Fostering Families 
Today,” annual training, lending library936 
Support Programs: Not provided – may be provided by local agencies or county offices937 
Therapeutic/Counseling Interventions: Provided938 
Advocacy: Not provided939 
Respite: Not provided940 
Residential Treatment: Not provided – expected to be covered by Medicaid941 
Budget for Services: Unknown amount942 
Eligibility Criteria: Generally, only those who adopt through the public child welfare 
system are eligible for services. Families who adopt from a private agency may be eligible 
if the adopted child is considered to have “special needs.”943 
Legislative Requirement: Only adoption subsidy is required by law944 
Tracking of Disruption/Instability: No, this data is not tracked945 
 
                                                 
935 Ibid. 
936 Ibid. 
937 Ibid. 
938 Ibid. 
939 Ibid. 
940 Ibid. 
941 Ibid. 
942 Ibid. 
943 Ibid. 
944 Ibid. 
945 Ibid. 
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ICPC Enactment and Enforcement 
Code: Wyo. Stat. Ann. §§ 14-5-101 through 14-5-108 
Age of Majority: 18 years946 
Statutory Penalties: Misdemeanor – fine of $100 and/or imprisonment for 30 days947
                                                 
946 Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 14-1-101 
947 Wyo. Stat. § 14-5-108 
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Chapter 5: Implications for Policy and Practice 
 The state profiles from Chapter 4 present much needed information that can be used 
to guide decision making regarding private adoption rehoming. On an individual basis, 
each profile shows the strengths and weaknesses the respective state has regarding 
protection of adopted children. State leaders and adoption advocates can use this 
information to guide decision making regarding adoption programs and policy. Taken as a 
whole, these profiles show significant gaps in policy which could be filled at the federal 
level in order to prevent rehoming nationwide. Additionally, information from each profile 
can be compared against others to discover outlying states—both states who are excelling 
and those who are lagging behind in protecting adopted children—and to discover trends. 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
ICPC Penalties, Enforcement and Education 
The penalties for violation of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children, 
as codified by the states, are quite varied. Despite differences in these penalties, a consistent 
theme is the relative leniency of the penalties in place. Many states, such as Wisconsin, 
appear to have no penalties in place for individuals who violate the Compact. In the states 
who have written penalties into law, the consequences are often minimal. In Wyoming, 
violation of the ICPC carries a fine of only $100 and/or imprisonment of up to 30 days 
(Wyo. Stat. § 14-5-108).  For comparison, in Wyoming a person found guilty for being 
under the influence of a controlled substance can be sentenced to up to 6 months in jail 
and/or face a fine of up to $750 (Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 35-7-1039). While punishing those who 
engage in rehoming is by no means the panacea, it seems absurd to let those who do engage 
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in the practice get away with little to no punishment. While the states do reserve the right 
to codify penalties for ICPC violation as they see fit, allowing such minimal penalties to 
exists undermines the goal of protecting the welfare of children. States need to codify 
penalties for ICPC violation and enforce the law when it is broken. 
Information about the ICPC needs to be disseminated to adoption workers, law 
enforcement officers and other professionals who have frequent contact with adopted 
children, such as teachers, pedestrians and childcare workers. Currently, the ICPC is the 
only nationwide policy in place to punish those who practice rehoming. But, if it is not 
enforced, the Compact is completely undermined. There are two possible solutions to this 
problem. One option is for the ICPC to be changed at the federal level. The ICPC can be 
rewritten to require states to create programs to educate people about the ICPC, at which 
point the states will then need to codify the new Compact. The other option is for individual 
states to change their own laws to require information dissemination. 
Criminalize Rehoming 
As seen in Chapter 4, some states are beginning to criminalize rehoming, and others 
have legislation on the books that address factors related to rehoming, such as advertising 
for adoption. However, there are still states where it appears this practice is completely 
legal. The first step states can take in combatting this practice is to criminalize rehoming 
and lay out clear punitive actions for engaging in the act. While some states have codified 
penalties for violation of the ICPC, this is itself is not sufficient for two reasons. First, the 
penalties in most of these states are minimal, as discussed above. Second, the ICPC only 
prevents against interstate transfer of child custody; it does nothing to prevent an adoptive 
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family from rehoming their child within the state they reside. States need to enact 
legislation to prevent rehoming completely, both within and between states. 
Post-Adoption Support Services 
In an analysis of post-adoption support services in 49 states, the Donaldson 
Adoption Institute found only 17 states provide substantial programs (Livingston-Smith, 
2014). Thirteen states were found to provided absolutely no specialized post-adoption 
support services (Livingston-Smith, 2014). The remaining 19 states had only moderate 
services (Livingston-Smith, 2014). Though the services provided vary from state to state, 
a consistent theme is inadequate provision of post-adoption support services. 
Though most states offer at least some form of post-adoption support services, 
many restrict access to only certain families. Per the Donaldson Institute, only 13 states 
offer relatively equitable access to all adoptive families (Livingston-Smith, 2014). In many 
other cases, families who do not adopt from the public child welfare system may have little 
to no access to post-adoption support services provided by the state (Livingston-Smith, 
2014). This too is a common theme across the states. 
Funding available for post-adoption support services needs to be increased. Ideally, 
the amount of state and federal funding dedicated for these services would increase.  While 
there are a variety of federal funding sources that can be used for post-adoption support 
services, no funding is actually dedicated to service provision (Voice for Adoption, 2009). 
Possible sources of federal funding include: 
 Title IV-E of the Social Security Act 
 Promoting Safe and Stable Families Program 
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 Adoption Incentive Program 
 Adoption Opportunities Program 
 Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) 
 Medicaid 
 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (Voice for Adoption, 2009) 
Even though this funding exists, it can generally only be used to fund services for 
families who adopted through the public foster care system (Voice for Adoption, 2009). 
And, just because this funding can be used by the state to provide post-adoption services, 
does not mean it is used in this way. As seen in Chapter 4, many states have very limited 
budgets for post-adoption services. Evidence suggests that there are positive outcomes 
associated with receiving post-adoption support services, therefore more funding should 
be diverted into provision of such services. Additionally, restrictions limiting the use of 
funding for services for families who adopt from public agencies should be removed. 
Unless state governments require private agencies to provide post-adoption support 
services in order to be licensed, it cannot and should not be assumed that these agencies do 
actually provide them. If state governments are not enforcing such a requirement, then 
post-adoption support services provided by the states should be open to all adoptive 
families. 
PRACTICE IMPLICATIONS 
Recognizing Risk Factors 
 It is imperative for adoption workers and other professionals who frequently engage 
with adopted children and their families to know the risk factors associated with not only 
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rehoming, but with adoption dissolution. There is not enough research on rehoming to 
confirm that the practice shares the exact same risk factors as adoption dissolution, 
however, it is reasonable to think there is at least some overlap in risk factors between the 
two practices. If people working closely with adoptive families know these risk factors, 
they have the opportunity to identify at-risk families and intervene before a crisis occurs. 
This could be as simple as “flagging” at risk families—such as those who were not the 
child’s foster family prior to adoption or those who adopted from abroad—and providing 
them with information about available support services. 
Service Provision 
Agencies and individuals who are involved in facilitating adoptions need to be 
prepared to provide post-adoption support services or, at the very least, be prepared to refer 
families to available services. For those in the position to provide services, they should be 
familiar with best-practices and evidence-based treatment in order to provide the most 
effective services possible.   For those who cannot provide services, they should be familiar 
with all available post-adoption support services and eligibility criteria for service 
participation. Additionally, professionals who frequently interact with adopted children 
and their families should be well-trained on adoption issues. 
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Chapter 6: Conclusion 
The practice of private adoption rehoming is complex and no one action will stop 
it from occurring completely. A combination of action by direct service providers and 
policy change is necessary to best address this problem.  This paper can serve as a resource 
for stakeholders and decision makers to help guide decisions about how to address private 
adoption rehoming. While it is still necessary to more thoroughly explore the causes, 
prevalence and consequences of rehoming, this guide consolidates the currently available 
information relevant to the practice so that, until such research is completed, informed 
decisions can be made to help protect all adopted children.
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